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by Gail Elizabeth Kretchmer, for The Bulletin Special Projects

Photos by Lyle Cox

Local business person, visionary strives to be a good influence’ and ‘uplift others.

In times of hardship, many of us hunker
down to protect what we have. We gather
our closest loved ones together, protect
our resources, and stay clear of risk.

It's natural behavior, after all, and
as a result businesses are closing and
community organizations are seeing a
dramatic drop in contributions of time
and money.

But Rabbine Harpell has a different
approach to life’s hardships. When times
get tough, she gets tougher, focusing even
more on her personal mission to help
others.

Harpell opened a new business in
downtown Bend just a few months
ago during the midst of the recession.
Azura' Studio is an innovative venture,
combining salon services with state-of-

Rabbine Harpell (above-left) is a local business person and on-
the-go visionary known for her uplifting personality.

the-art selfhealing modalities.
It may seem like an odd time to open

a new

service-oriented business,

but

Harpell believes this “is a time to support
each other and do what we have to do,
to ride out the recession. We offer hope
to people coming in stressed out and
anxious. We've created an environment to
relax.”

Offering support to others seems to be
a recurring theme in Harpell’s life. As a
young girl, she made peanut butter and
jelly sandwiches for the homeless even
though her own family, she said, was
“poor.”

As a young adult, she worked as a nurse
in a charity hospital in New Orleans. She
went on to become a political consultant
in Washington D.C., working on projects
to help Nicaraguan refugees and other
international communities in need.

When she moved to Bend in the early
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